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Introduction
• Mesa Historic Preservation Office

 Matt Kriegl, Historic 
Preservation Officer

 Kellie Rorex, Senior Planner

 Meg Eaton,                                
City Archaeologist



Program 
Overview

____________________

PRESENTATION ITEMS
• Districts & Landmarks
• Certificates of Appropriateness 
• Archaeology in Mesa

PROJECT UPDATES
• Design Guidelines 
• Zoning Code Text Amendments
• Downtown Façade Improvements
• National Park Service HP Information

HISTORIC PRESERVATION MONTH 2026

QUESTIONS



Owning a 
Piece of 

Mesa 
History:

___________________

Is Your 
Property 
Historic?

There are 8 Locally Designated 
Historic Districts

There are 13 Locally Designated 
Historic Landmarks in Mesa

There are 8 Historic Districts 
listed in the National Register

There are 25 Landmarks listed in 
the National Register



Districts and Landmarks
Is Your Property Historic?

Historic Districts in Mesa
1. Glenwood-Wilbur Street Historic District MHPR NRHP

2. West 2nd Street Historic District MHPR NRHP

3. Evergreen Historic District MHRP NRHP

4. Temple Historic District MHRP NRHP

5. Robson Historic District MHRP NRHP

6. West Side-Clark Addition Historic District MHRP NRHP

7. Flying Acres Local Historic District MHRP

8. Fraser Fields Historic District MHRP NRHP

9. Park of the Canals NRHP



Districts and Landmarks
Is Your Property Historic?

Historic Landmark Properties of Mesa
1. Alhambra Hotel 43 S Macdonald NRHP 15. Mesa-Journal Tribune FHA 

Demonstration House / Charles A. 
Mitten House

238 W 2nd St NRHP

2. Alma Ward Meeting House 809 W Main St MHPR NRHP 16. Mesa Public Library / Information 
Technology Building

59 E 1st St MHRP

3. Angulo-Hostetter House 150 N Wilbur NRHP 17. Mesa Woman’s Club 200 N Macdonald NRHP

4. Buckhorn Baths Motel 5900 E Main St NRHP 18. Mt. Calvary Baptist Church 430 N Lewis MHPR

5. Dr. Lucius Charles Alston House 453 N Pima St NRHP 19. Nile Theater 105 W Main St MHPR

6. Falcon Field World War II 
Aviation Hangars

4800 E Falcon Dr NRHP 20 Park of the Canals N Horne from Utah Ditch 
to Mesa-Consolidated 
Canal

MHRP NRHP 
(District)

7. Federal Building 26 N Macdonald MHPR 21. Ponderosa II 602 S Edgewater Dr MHRP NRHP

8. First United Methodist Church 15 E 1st Ave MHPR 22. Ramon Mendoza House 126 N Pomeroy MHPR

9. Irving School 155 N Center MHPR NRHP 23. Robert Scott House 2230 E Grandview St NRHP

10. Isley (Phil) House 412 N Macdonald MHPR 24. Strauch Fuller House 148 N Macdonald NRHP

11. James Macdonald House 307 E 1st St MHPR 25. Spangler-Wilbur House 128 N Macdonald NRHP

12. Larkin Fitch Farmhouse 945 N Center St MHPR 26. Sirrine House 160 N Center St NRHP

13. Lehi School 2345 N Horne NRHP 27. Williams Air Force Base Multiple Resources NRHP (7)

14. Mesa Grande (Address Restricted) NRHP 28. Archaeological Site (Address Restricted) NRHP

29. Archaeological Site (Address Restricted) NRHP



Districts and Landmarks
Is Your Property Historic?

Map of Historic Landmarks
Inset Map



Districts and Landmarks
Is Your Property Historic?

• 13 Local Historic Landmarks on 
Mesa Historic Property Register 
(MHPR)

• Some also included on National 
Register of Historic Places (NRHP)

Mesa Historic Landmarks (Local)
1. Alma Ward Meeting House 809 W Main St MHPR NRHP

2. Federal Building 26 N Macdonald MHPR

3. First United Methodist 
Church

15 E 1st Ave MHPR

4. Irving School 155 N Center MHPR NRHP

5. Isley (Phil) House 412 N Macdonald MHPR

6. James Macdonald House 307 E 1st St MHPR

7. Larkin Fitch Farmhouse 945 N Center St MHPR

8. Mesa Public Library / 
Information Technology 
Building

59 E 1st St MHRP

9. Mt. Calvary Baptist Church 430 N Lewis MHPR

10. Nile Theater 105 W Main St MHPR

11. Park of the Canals N Horne from Utah 
Ditch to Mesa-
Consolidated Canal

MHRP NRHP

12. Ponderosa II 602 S Edgewater Dr MHRP NRHP

13. Ramon Mendoza House 126 N Pomeroy MHPR



Districts and Landmarks
Is Your Property Historic?

 4 Historic Landmarks on both the 
MHPR and NRHP

 16 Historic Landmarks only on NRHP
 No Historic Landmark Overlay



Certificate of Appropriateness
What is a COA?

 COAs are required for all properties within 
locally-designated Historic Districts and for 
locally-designated Historic Landmarks

 COAs are not required for general 
maintenance and repair
 Example: Repainting or replacing like for 

like
 All other exterior modifications require 

approval of a COA prior to receiving building 
permits



Certificate of Appropriateness
How to Apply for a COA?

Talk to the 
Historic 

Preservation 
Office

Apply for a CoA 
through Dimes

Respond to 
requests for more 

information
Receive Approval

Submit for 
permits, if 
necessary

10 Mesa Business 
Day Approval 

historicpreservation@
mesaaz.gov



Historic Designations
• Designate properties for 

listing on the MHPR
• Ideas for future areas for 

designation

Design Review
• Appeal body
• Updates to design 

guidelines

Role of the Historic Preservation Board

Help Maintain MHPR
• Educational outreach to 

historic property 
owners

• Resources for property 
owners – funding 
resources, handbook, 
website

• Demolition policy

Historic Preservation Board
Roles, Powers, and Duties



Certificate of Appropriateness
Historic Preservation Guides



City Archaeologist
Roles and Responsibilities 

City Archaeologist Role

 Compliance with applicable 
federal, state, and local laws 
and regulations

 Archaeological reviews for 
developments on City 
property 

 Communicates with 
community groups and 
government agencies



City Archaeologist
Roles and Responsibilities 

City Archaeologist Role

 Cultural Resources Review
 Stakeholder Communication
 Maintain lines of communication 

with partner agencies
 Outreach protocol
 Text amendments to include 

Archaeological Resources
 Create cultural resource 

geodatabase and sensitivity 
mapping tool



HP Design Guidelines
Updates

Design Guidelines

 Provide a framework for evaluating projects 
(COA).

 Decision-making tool for the Historic 
Preservation Office, the Historic Preservation 
Board, the Planning and Zoning Board, the 
Mesa City Council, and property owners. 

 Support property owners, local professionals, 
architects, contractors, and City officials, in 
understanding how to preserve and enhance 
the unique qualities of these historic areas. 



HP Zoning Code Amendments
Updates

Zoning Code Text Amendments 

 Centralizes Historic Preservation 
within the Zoning Code
 Streamlines this portion of the 

code
 Combines HD and HL overlays 

into single HP overlay
 Adds archaeology section

 Adds additional definitions 
pertaining to Historic Preservation



Downtown Façade Improvements
Updates

16 properties 
18 W Main St 120 W Main St
45 W Main St 121 W Main St
47 W Main St 123 W Main St

101 W Main St 136 W Main St
104 W Main St 137 W Main St
113 W Main St 149 W Main St
117 W Main St 150 W Main St
119 W Main St 155 W Main St

• 3 alternates
126 W Main St
128 W Main St
130 W Main St



Downtown Façade Project

Downtown Façade Improvements
Updates



National Park Service
Preservation Brief No. 14



National Park Service
Preservation Brief No. 14



National Park Service
Preservation Brief No. 16



National Park Service
Preservation Brief No. 16



National Park Service
Preservation Brief No. 22



National Park Service
Preservation Brief No. 25



 Celebrating Mesa’s history

 All Mesa students – Grades K-12 
eligible

 Submission deadline: March 24

 New Group Project this Year! 

 Prizes for all 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 
place winners and group project

2026 Historic 
Preservation Month
Student Essay & Art 

Contest



Historic Preservation Office
Contact Information

Contact Info: 

HistoricPreservation@mesaaz.gov 

55 N Center St 
Mesa, AZ



QUESTIONS?
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